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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN FISHING VESSEL SEIZED 

1. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT BRAZILIAN NAVY HAS ARRESTED 
A VENEZUELAN VESSEL FISHING IN WATERS CLAIMED BY BRAZIL. 
THREE UNIDENTIFIED VESSELS WERE SIGHTED, BUT NAVAL SHIP 
WAS ABLE TO INTERCEPT ONLY ONE. THE TWO THAT ESCAPED 

ARE BELIEVED TO BE VENEZUELAN BUT NAVY CANNOT BE CERTAIN. 

2. THIS IS SECOND SUCH INCIDENT INVOLVING VENEZUELAN VESSELS. 
FIRST TIME THIS OCCURRED VESSEL WAS RELEASED QUICKLY WITH 
ONLY WARNING. GOB RELUCTANT TO FOLLOW SAME PROCEDURE 
SECOND TIME BUT ALSO WISHES TO AVOID CREATING MAJOR ISSUE 
WITH VENEZUELA. 
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